Clinically important radiation-associated thyroid disease. A controlled study.
We evaluated 1,266 persons who had received external radiotherapy for benign diseases in childhood. The evaluation used detailed questionnaires completed by trained interviewers and neoplastic disease registry data. The control population included 958 age-, sex-, race-, and disease-matched persons who had not received radiotherapy and 9,865 family members of the two study groups. An excess number of clinically important thyroid neoplasms, both benign and malignant, was noted in the irradiated group.